Reducing the cost of screening novel agents using the hollow fibre assay.
Although the in vivo hollow fibre assay (HFA) as utilised by the National Cancer Institute is a highly effective screening tool, it has not been adopted en masse in the cancer pharmacology field. However, in laboratories which have adopted it, the effectiveness of HFA has also been confirmed. If immunocompetent mice could be used with the HFA, thereby reducing the cost of the assay, accessibility would increase and reductions in the cost of selecting appropriate agents for early clinical trials would result. It was demonstrated here that there was no difference in terms of cell growth and response to chemotherapy for cancer cells in hollow fibres in immunocompetent compared with immunodeficient mice. The HFA can thus be performed in these less expensive and more easily available mice with the implication of considerable savings to the preclinical cancer pharmacology community.